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INTRODUCTION

After substantially reduced runs in 1972-73 and 1975, the inshore

return of sockeye salmon to the Bristol Bay watershed in 1976 amounted

to 11.5 million fish, compared with the pre-season inshore forecast of

11.1 million (Table 1). Additionally, the commercial harvest of 5.6

million sockeye was above the non-peak year average of 5.1 million since

1957, and was almost equal to the forecasted pre-season inshore harvest

of 5.7 million. Similarly, sockeye escapement goals were achieved or

exceeded in 9 of 11 river systems in Bristol Bay, with only one major

system (Ugashik) falling substantially short of the desired escapement.

As outlined in the Department's annual pre-season "Management Outlook ll

publication (APPENDIX A), management effort in 1976 was directed at achieving

sockeye escapement goals in all systems, while allowing early-season testing

of run strength with the use of short fishing periods.

The utilization of short fishing periods in 1976 prOVided a valuable

means to help gauge run strength to individual districts as they developed, and

along with the Department's standard comprehensive program of offshore and in

shore test fishing, aerial surveys and escapement enumeration, eventually provided

an accurate picture of run development, which in turn allowed a balanced dis

tribution between the commercial catch and subsequent escapement.

Like 1975, total available commercial fishing effort was expected to

approach the high levels of previous years. The forecast of fishing effort

proved accurate when 2,176 units of gear and 1,669 fishing vessels registered

to fish Bristol Bay, compared with 2,271 and 1,642 respectively in 1975 (Appendix

Table 6). Over-all, total fishing vessel registration in 1976 was reduced 8%

over the previous l2-year average (Appendix Table 8). Of the total licensed


































































































































































































































































